
Uniting academia, industry and 
government to unlock the full 
potential of advanced biofuels



BioFuelNet Canada (BFN) is an integrated community of academic researchers, industry partners  
and government representatives who engage in collaborative initiatives to accelerate the development 
of sustainable advanced biofuels. BFN’s research is funded through a mix of government and private 
contributions, and is structured around the themes of feedstock, conversion, utilization, and social, 
economic and environmental sustainability.

BFN’s activities expand far beyond academic research, extending to online courses and webinars, 
large-scale networking events, business-to-business matchmaking, investment tracking and intelligence, 
and policy consulting.

The Network benefits from a $25 million grant over 5 years (2012 to 2017) through the federal 
Networks of Centres of Excellence program.

What do We do?
Invest in advanced biofuel projects 
based at Canadian universities 

Create partnerships with Canadian & 
international organizations 

Accelerate the commercialization of 
network supported innovation 

Provide a forum for knowledge 
exchange amongst network members 

Engage all levels of Canadian 
government on biofuels-related issues 

Facilitate collaboration between 
researchers & industrial partners 
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Train young professionals and provide 
career development opportunities

Educate & engage the general
public about advanced biofuels

BioFuelNetCanada

Our vision 

To support the growth of Canada’s advanced 
biofuels industry through coordinated research, 
innovation, effective education, smart policy  
and strategic partnerships.

What are 
advanced biofuels?
Advanced biofuels are produced from non-food 
materials, such as algae, agricultural residues, 
forestry byproducts and even municipal waste. 
Using residues from forestry and farming systems 
reduces agricultural impacts and prevents 
conversion of natural habitats to farmland.

Advanced biofuels can also be produced 
from energy crops, such as poplar, miscanthus 
and switchgrass, grown on marginal land that is 
unsuitable for food production.

Our mission

A Canada with a thriving advanced biofuels 
industry that is socially, economically and 
environmentally sustainable.



BioFuelNet’s structure  involves 10 focused projects, each containing multiple work packages, in the areas 
of feedstock, conversion, utilization and SEES (social, economic and environmental sustainability). 
Furthermore, 6 Task Forces ensure the integration of multi-disciplinary expertise across the value chain.

10 Projects 6 Task Forces
1. PurPose-grown 

feedstock
2. residues & waste
3. Bioconversion
4. Pyrolysis
5. gasification
6. emerging conversion 

technologies
7. comBustion & engine 

oPerations
8. life cycle analysis & 

microeconomics
9. domestic & international 

Policy
10. suPPly-chain logistics

Our structure



Are you interested in getting involved in our network?  
For more information, please visit our website at  
www.biofuelnet.ca or contact us at info@biofuelnet.ca
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2014 partner oganization 

support totaled $4.3M 

2013-2014 FISCAL 
YEAR PARTNER 
SUPPORT TOTAL $4.3M

27 post-secondary institutions
Over 70 leading researchers
160 collaborating researchers
Over 140 partner organizations
328 graduate students and post-docs

27 Post-secondary 
Institutions

researchers 
Leading: 71
collaborating:162
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Who are we?

Join us on social media!

Get involved 

McGill University is proud to be the host of BioFuelNet. 
BioFuelNet is supported by the Government of Canada through the 
Networks of Centres of Excellence program.
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